AN  ACT 


TO  INCORPOKATE 

THE  PHILADELPHIA,  EASTON  AND  WATER-GAP 

RAILROAD  COMPANY. 


Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania ,  in  General  Assembly  met , 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same ,  That  John  0. 
James,  Samuel  H.  Gillingham,  Andrew  Manderson,  Elwood  M.  Smith, 
Josiah  Brant,  William  E.  Morris,  Isaac  S.  Waterman,  John  Jordan, 
William  P.  Brock,  William  B.  Hart,  Charles  Santee,  Joseph  M.  Hol- 
lingshead,  Harry  Conrad,  John  Gilbert,  James  S.  Young,  Solomon 
Smith,  Thomas  Taylor,  William  Baiguel,  John  Ely,  William  C.  Lud¬ 
wig,  Samuel  H.  Bush,  Daniel  Dalby,  Benjamin  Kemerer,  S.  M.  Bunn, 
George  Barron,  J ames  Shields,  Charles  Koons,  Milton  Cooper,  Henry 
Budd,  John  T.  Maull,  John  Thomason,  Joseph  M.  Thomas,  and  Peter 
Sieger,  of  Philadelphia  County;  William  T.  Rogers,  John  Brown, 
C.  E.  Wright,  Stephen  Brock,  John  B.  Pugh,  William  S.  Hendrie, 
R.  Thornton,  R.  Watson,  William  Carr  and  E.  J.  Fox,  of  Bucks 
County ;  Peter  Ihrie,  M.  H.  Jones,  Jacob  Wagner,  William  H. 
Lawall,  Michael  Buttz,  Jacob  Rader,  George  Troxell,  Jacob  Rice, 
Augustus  Wolle,  G.  H.  Goundie,  J.  J.  Levers,  William  Beitel, 
Samuel  Straub,  James  M.  Porter  and  Samuel  Taylor,  of  Northamp¬ 
ton  County  ;  and  Joseph  Lukens,  John  Shaffer,  Sr.,  George  Sechler, 
Jacob  Wentz,  Henry  Dickenson,  of  Montgomery  County,  or  any  three 
of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners,  to  open 
books,  receive  subscriptions,  and  organize  a  Company  by  the  name, 
style  and  title  of  “The  Philadelphia,  Easton  and  Water  Gap 
Railroad  Company,”  with  power  and  authority  to  construct  a  Rail¬ 
road,  beginning  at  a  point  North  of  Vine  Street,  in  the  County  of 
Philadelphia,  and  thence  by  the  most  expedient  and  practicable  route, 
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to  or  near  the  Borough  of  Easton,  or  some  other  point  in  Northamp¬ 
ton  County,  with  the  right  to  extend  said  Bailroad  to  any  point  or 
place  in  Monroe  or  Pike  Counties,  and  to  connect  with  the  Delaware, 
Lehigh,  Schuylkill  and  Susquehanna  Bailroad,  the  Delaware  and 
Cobb’s  Gap  Bailroad,  and  the  New  York  and  Erie  Bailroad,  or  any 
other  Bailroad  which  may  have  connected  with  it  in  Pennsylvania, 
subject  to  all  the  provisions  and  restrictions  of  an  Act  regulating 
Bailroad  Companies,  approved  the  nineteenth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight-hundred  and  forty-nine,  so  far  as  the  same  are  not 
altered  or  supplied  by  this  act,  and  the  said  P fiiladelphia,  Easton  and 
Water  Gap  Railroad  Company  shall  have  the  right,  subject  to  the 
provisions  and  restrictions  of  the  Act  aforesaid,  to  connect  their  Bail¬ 
road  by  lateral  or  branch-roads,  with  any  Bailroad  constructed  or  to 
be  constructed,  in  any  of  the  Counties  through  which  the  same  may 
pass,  and  also  to  construct  one  or  more  bridges  across  the  river  Dela¬ 
ware,  and  to  connect  by  one  or  more  lateral  or  branch-roads  with  any 
Bailroad  or  other  public  improvement  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

Section  2.  That  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  said  Company  shall 
consist  of  thirty-thousand  shares.  Provided ,  That  the  said  Company 
may,  from  time  to  time,  by  a  vote  of  the  Stockholders  at  a  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose,  increase  the  Capital  Stock  if  it  shall  be  deemed 
necessary,  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  carry  out  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  Act.  For  the  purpose  of  completing  and  equipping 
the  said  Bailroad,  the  said  Company  shall  have  the  power  of  borrowing 
any  sum  not  exceeding  two-millions  of  dollars,  at  a  rate  of  interest 
not  exceeding  seven  per  centum  per  annum,  and  to  secure  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  same  by  the  issue  of  bonds  and  a  mortgage  of  the  said 
Bailroad,  together  with  the  corporate  rights  and  franchise  granted  by 
this  Act,  and  to  annex  to  the  said  bonds  and  mortgage  the  privilege 
of  converting  the  same  into  Capital  Stock  of  the  said  Company  at 
par,  at  the  option  of  the  holders,  if  they  shall  signify  their  election 
in  writing  so  to  convert  the  same  one  year  before  their  maturity. 
Provided ,  That  said  Company  shall  issue  no  certificate  of  loan  of  less 
denomination  than  one-hundred  dollars. 

Section  3.  That  said  Company  shall  have  power  to  connect  with 
any  Bailroad  belonging  to  any  other  Company  using  part  of  said 
route  in  any  and  every  case  where  it  may  be  deemed  inexpedient  for 
a  time  to  build  the  whole  of  the  road  authorized  by  this  act ;  and  said 
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Company  shall  have  as  full  power  and  control  over  the  part  or  parts 
built  by  said  Company,  in  every  respect,  as  if  said  Company  had  built 
the  whole  of  the  road  authorized  by  this  Act. 

Section  4.  That  if  the  said  Company  shall  not  commence  the 
construction  of  said  road  within  five  years,  and  complete  it  in  ten 
years  from  the  passage  of  this  Act,  the  same  shall  be  null  and  void, 
except  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  necessary  to  settle  up  the  affairs  and 
pay  the  debts  of  said  Company. 

JOHN  S.  RHEY, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


JOHN  H.  WALKER, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  the  Eighth  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  one- thousand  eight- 
hundred  and  fifty-two. 


WM.  BIGLER. 


SECRETARY’S  OFFICE. 


Pennsylvania ,  ss : 

o  1  do  hereby  certify ,  that  the  foregoing  and  annexed  is  a  true  and 
'C  correct  copy  of  the  original  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  the  same 
remains  on  file  in  this  office. 


In  testimony  whereof ,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the 
Seal  of  the  Secretary’s  Office  to  be  hereunto  affixed, 
[seal.]  at  Harrisburg,  this  Twenty-sixth  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
one-thousand  eight-hundred  and  fifty-two. 


E.  S.  GOODRICH, 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


jh  cr 
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Section  4,  of  an  Act  Authorizing  Municipal  Subscriptions  to  the 
Philadelphia ,  Easton  and  Water-Gap  Railroad  Company. 

Sec.  4.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  the  incorporated  districts  in  the  County  of 
Philadelphia,  the  Borough  of  Easton  in  the  County  of  Northampton, 
and  the  counties  of  Monroe  and  Pike,  or  either  of  them,  to  subscribe 
for  shares  in  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Philadelphia,  Easton  and  Water 
Gap  Bailroad  Company,  to  borrow  money  to  pay  therefor,  and  to 
make  provision  for  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  money  so  borrowed, 
as  in  other  cases  of  loans  to  said  City,  Counties,  Boroughs,  and  Town¬ 
ships,  respectively ;  and  no  certificate  of  loan  or  bond  shall  be  for  a 
less  sum  than  one  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  be  transferable  only  on 
the  books  of  the  respective  City,  Districts,  Counties  and  Boroughs, 
kept  for  that  purpose ;  and  the  certificates  of  loan  or  bonds  to  be 
issued  by  such  authorities,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  bearing  an 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  half-yearly,  shall  be  re¬ 
ceived  as  cash  at  par  by  the  said  Company  in  payment  of  the  instal¬ 
ments  or  shares  subscribed,  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  City,  Counties, 
Boroughs  and  Townships,  respectively,  may  vote  at  the  elections  of 
said  Company,  by  their  officers  especially  authorized  for  the  purpose, 
in  the  same  manner  as  individual  stockholders ;  and  the  said  Com¬ 
pany  shall  not  sell  or  dispose  of,  below  their  par  value,  any  bonds  re¬ 
ceived  in  payment  of  stock  subscriptions,  as  aforesaid,  without  giving 
at  least  sixty  days’  notice  to  the  municipal  corporation  having  issued 
the  same,  that  an  instalment  has  been  called  in  upon  said  stocks ; 
and  if  the  said  corporations  shall  pay  the  instalment  so  called,  the 
bonds  shall  be  returned  to  them  ;  but,  upon  their  failure  to  make 
such  payment,  the  Company  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  said 
bonds  to  the  best  advantage  :  Provided ,  that  no  subscription  made 
by  any  municipal  corporation,  authorized  by  this  section  to  subscribe 
to  the  Capital  Stock  of  said  Company,  shall  exceed  ten  per  cent,  on 
the  assessed  valuation  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  in  the  City, 
District,  Borough,  or  County,  making  such  subscription. 


t 


5 


SECRETARY’S  OFFICE. 

Pennsylvania ,  ss : 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  and  annexed  is  a  true 
and  correct  copy  of  Section  4,  of  the  original  act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  entitled,  “  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Patterson  and  Wit- 
mer,  relative  to  the  Manheim  and  Lebanon  Turnpike  Company  to  the 
claim  of  Thomas  Maguire,  authorizing  certain  corporations  to  sub¬ 
scribe  stock  to  the  Philadelphia,  Easton  and  Water  Gap  Railroad 
Company,”  and  for  other  purposes.  Approved  the  sixth  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  as  the  same  remains  on  file 
in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  ’,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
Seal  of  the  Secretary’s  Office  to  be  affixed,  at  Har- 
[seal.]  risburg,  this  sixth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-two. 

E.  S.  GOODRICH, 

Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth . 


THE  PHILADELPHIA,  EASTON  AND  WATER-GAP 

RAILROAD  COMPANY. 


The  Committee  of  General  Superintendenee,  appointed  to  further  the 
organization  of  the  “  Philadelphia,  Easton  and  Water  G-ap 
Railroad  Company,”  at  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  named 
in  the  act  incorporating  said  Company ,  held  in  the  Eagle  Hotel , 
Philadelphia ,  June  8th,  1852,  submit  to  the  consideration  of  cap - 
italists  and  business  men,  who  are  alike  interested  in  the  trade  and 
prosperity  of  Philadelphia,  the  following  exhibit : — 

The  metropolis  of  Pennsylvania,  to  maintain  a  successful  compe¬ 
tition  against  the  commercial  rivalry  of  her  sister  cities,  has  only  to 
fortify  the  natural  advantages  of  her  position  by  constructing,  now 
and  then,  a  new  link  in  her  system  of  internal  improvements,  which 
shall  unite  and  combine  the  more  recent  and  approved  modes  of  rapid 
conveyance  and  cheap  transportation.  The  same  law  and  tendency 
of  inland  trade,  which  rendered  not  merely  necessary  but  indispensa¬ 
ble  the  construction  of  a  great  line  of  Railroad,  reaching  from  the 
Delaware  to  the  Ohio,  lengthwise  across  the  state,  in  addition  to  the 
lines  of  Turnpike  and  Canal  then  already  provided  for  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  travel  and  transportation,  now  demands,  in  the  same  im¬ 
perative  aspect,  a  Railroad,  which  shall  connect  Philadelphia  with 
the  Yalley  of  the  Lehigh,  by  the  most  favorable  route.  Turnpikes 
and  Canals  have  their  uses  and  advantages,  and  will  continue  to 
enjoy  them ;  but  it  is  idle  to  rely  on  Turnpikes  and  Canals,  singly 
or  jointly,  against  the  aggregated  triple  advantages  of  Turnpikes, 
Canals  and  Railroads. 

Hence  it  was  that  a  sagacious  foresight  and  wise  policy  projected 
and  started  the  grand  enterprise  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  to 
reach  to  the  Ohio  Yalley,  and  there  connect  with  the  net-work  of  rail¬ 
roads,  stretching  out  in  the  vast  country  beyond,  in  order  that  Phil¬ 
adelphia  might  compete  successfully  with  her  neighbors  for  the  west¬ 
ern  trade.  And  hence  it  is,  too,  that  reasons  too  portentous  to  be 
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shunned  or  disregarded,  have  awakened  attention  to  the  subject  of  a 
direct  railroad  leading  into  the  Lehigh  region,  lest,  through  a  perilous 
procrastination,  as  well  as  by  means  of  hostile  railroad  schemes,  ex¬ 
tending  eastward  across  New  Jersey,  there  will  be  diverted  to  another 
market  a  large,  profitable  and  increasing  trade,  which  has  heretofore 
flowed  to  Philadelphia,  and  which  may  ever  be  possessed  by  Phila¬ 
delphia,  through  the  exercise  of  a  modicum  of  sagacity  and  enterprise. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  project  that  assimilates  to  the  shadowy 
nor  experimental — it  is  a  fixed  and  requisite  proposition,  with  the 
proof  of  its  origin  and  aim  in  the  emphatic  confirmatory  data  sur¬ 
rounding  every  just  view  which  may  be  taken  of  it.  The  Lehigh 
Valley  abounds  with  mineral  wealth  of  untold  value  ;  mills  and  manu¬ 
factories  of  various  kinds,  and  forges,  furnaces  and  foundries,  ex¬ 
tend  throughout  its  whole  length ;  these  establishments  and  the  coal 
mines  give  employment  to  a  large  and  constantly  augmenting  popu¬ 
lation.  It  is  not  like  a  scheme  to  build  a  railroad  into  a  wilder¬ 
ness,  trusting  to  time  and  circumstances  to  create  business,  develop 
its  utility,  and  make  it  pay !  but  it  proposes  simply  to  weld  to  the 
commercial  emporium  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  a  band  of  iron,  a 
section  of  the  state  teeming  with  “  black  diamonds,”  thriving  towns 
and  busy  thousands  in  active  duties  and  prosperous  pursuits.  Busi¬ 
ness,  of  freight  and  passenger  kind,  awaits  as  it  were  the  making 
of  the  road,  for  an  open  iron  way  is  essential  to  the  wants  of  the 
valley  counties,  and  also  the  diversified  counties  farther  north,  which 
rank  among  the  most  flourishing  in  the  state.  The  constant  inter¬ 
course,  and  the  extent  and  variety  of  business  operations  ever  trans¬ 
acting  between  Philadelphia  and  the  north-eastern  counties,  would 
amply  and  profitably  maintain  a  direct  railroad.  Throughout  the 
Commonwealth,  there  is  no  unoccupied  ground  so  desirable  for  rail¬ 
road  purposes,  as  the  route  between  Philadelphia  and  the  Lehigh 
river  ;  and  no  unbiased  person,  who  will  investigate  the  subject  in  all 
its  aspects,  can  hesitate  to  concur  in  this  opinion.  A  railroad  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  waters  of  the  Lehigh,  at  an  eligible  point,  is  destined  to 
become  the  main  trunk  of  two  great  lines  of  railroads,  diverging 
thence,  one  to  the  north-west,  by  way  of  the  Valley  of  the  Lehigh 
and  the  North  Branch,  the  other  by  way  of  the  Delaware  Water  Gap, 
Scranton  and  Great  Bend  to  the  north,  or  to  the  north-east  by  way  of 
theJValley  of  the  Delaware,  and  thence  across  to  the  Upper  Hudson. 
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It  will  be  an  inseparable  link  in  tbe  chains  of  railroads,  which, 
with  their  many  branches,  ramify  southern,  central  and  western  New 
York.  It  will  comprise  a  part  of  the  shortest  and  most  direct  com¬ 
munication  between  Philadelphia,  Saratoga,  Lake  Ontario,  Niagara, 
and  all  intermediate  points,  and  will  commend  itself  to  the  especial 
favor  of  Summer  tourists,  as  well  as  to  business  men  of  all  pursuits 
and  occupations,  from  the  exclusive  advantages  of  its  location  and 
connections. 

Bpt,  aside  from  these  future  contingencies,  which,  in  their  turn, 
shall  become  golden  tokens  to  the  company,  the  enterprise  has  too 
much  intrinsic  local  merit  to  permit  its  success  to  be  doubted,  or  its 
progress,  in  this  day  of  commercial  activity,  to  be  checked. 

From  Freemansburg,  which  is  on  the  Lehigh  River,  ten  miles 

from  Easton,  to  Philadelphia,  the  air  line  distance  is  .  47  miles 
From  Freemansburg  to  Philadelphia,  by  canal  and  tide¬ 
water,  via  Easton,  New  Hope,  and  Bristol,  ...  88  u 

From  Freemansburg  to  Philadelphia,  by  railroad,  via  Eas¬ 
ton  and  Trenton, . • . 90  u 

Freemansburg  to  Philadelphia,  by  proposed  railroad  (direct 

route)  about . 53  “ 

Difference  in  favor  of  direct  railroad  over  railroad  via 

Trenton, . 37  “ 

Difference  in  favor  of  direct  railroad  over  canal  route  via 

Easton,  New  Hope,  and  Bristol, . 35  “ 

From  Freemansburg  to  New  York  via  Central  New  Jersey 

Railroad, .  90  66 

From  Freemansburg  to  New  York,  by  railroad,  via  Tren¬ 
ton,  . 117  “ 

From  Freemansburg  to  New  York  via  Morris  Canal,  .112  66 

Difference  in  favor  of  shortest  route  to  Philadelphia  from 
Freemansburg,  over  shortest  route  to  New  York  from 
Freemansburg, . 37  “ 

To  make  a  comparison  of  distances  from  Easton,  in  lieu  of  Free¬ 
mansburg,  add  ten  miles  to  the  length  of  proposed  direct  railroad, 
and  take  off  ten  miles  from  all  other  routes. 

If  the  direct  Railroad  be  thrown  out  of  the  table,  it  will  be  per¬ 
ceived,  by  a  comparison  of  the  Railroad  route  from  Philadelphia  to 
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Easton,  via  Trenton,  and  the  Central  New  Jersey  Railroad  route 
from  Easton  to  New  York,  that  the  distance  to  New  York  is  no  greater 
than  to  Philadelphia. 

The  Central  New  Jersey  Railroad  direct  from  New  York  to  Easton, 
eighty  miles  in  length,  will  he  opened  in  July  of  the  present  year,  and 
will  bring  Easton  within  three  hours  running  time  of  New  York. 
The  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  from  Easton  to  Mauch  Chunk,  when 
made,  will  give  the  entire  Lehigh  region  a  direct  Railroad  communi¬ 
cation  with  New  York.  The  Trenton  and  Belvidere  Railroad,  where¬ 
by  the  distance  from  Philadelphia  to  Easton  is  eighty  miles,  will  never 
answer  the  purposes  of  Philadelphia,  for,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that 
it  is  subject  to  New  Jersey  control  and  ownership,  it  is  of  a  different 
gauge  of  track  from  the  gauge  prescribed  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  Road, 
thus  rendering  inevitable,  a  breaking  of  bulk  between  Mauch  Chunk 
and  Philadelphia,  by  that  circuitous  route !  A  direct  Railroad,  on 
the  contrary,  would  be  of  the  uniform  Pennsylvania  gauge,  and  cars 
from  the  coal  mines  at  Mauch  Chunk,  the  upper  Lehigh  and  Wilkes- 
barre,  could  pass  without  transhipment,  directly  to  tide-water  at 
Philadelphia,  over  a  route  at  least  thirty-five  miles  shorter  than  the 
present  water  line  of  transportation ! 

With  the  direct  Railroad  in  operation,  Philadelphia  can  forever 
defy  competition  in  the  Lehigh  basin ;  and,  by  its  extension  at  the 
proper  time,  make  fast  allies  of  important  interests  in  Northeastern 
Pennsylvania,  which,  if  the  road  be  not  built,  will  be  estranged  and 
diverted,  to  enlarge  the  influence  and  swell  the  coffers  of  a  sister  city 
in  a  neighbor  State.  The  alternative  is  inevitable  5  and  if  Philadel¬ 
phia  do  not  arouse  into  a  bold  effort,  and  promptly  put  forth  an  iron 
arm  to  avert  the  danger,  New  York  will  seize  upon  the  treasure  and 
prosper  in  its  possession. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  quantity  of  Anthracite  Coal  sent 
to  market  from  the  Lehigh  Region,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
trade,  in  1820,  to  1851,  inclusive  : — 


Years. 

Tons. 

Years 

Tons 

Years 

Tons 

Years. 

|  Tons. 

1820, 

365 

1827, 

32,074 

1834, 

106,244 

1840, 

:  225,318 

1821, 

1,073 

1828, 

30,232 

1835, 

131,250 

1841, 

1  143,037 

1822; 

2,240 

1829, 

25,110 

1836, 

148,211 

1842, 

272,546 

1823, 

5,823 

1830, 

41,750 

1837, 

223,902 

1843, 

i  267,793 

1824, 

9,541 

1831, 

40,966 

1838, 

213,615 

1844, 

I  377,002 

1825, 

28,393 

1832, 

70,000 

1839, 

221,025 

1845, 

|  429,453 

1826, 

31,280 

1833, 

123,000 

1 

Years  |  Tons. 

1846,  |523,002 

1847,  643,973 

1848,  680,746 

1849,  801,246 

1850,  1722,622 
1851,1989,296 
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The  quantity  of  coal  sent  to  market  from  the  Lehigh  Region,  in 
1851,  was  derived  from  the  following  sources.  The  trade  for  1850 
is  also  given  for  comparison. 


1850. 

1851. 

From  Mines  worked  by  the  Lehigh  Company, 

^  424,258 

393,353 

From  the  Rhume  Run  Mines, 

87,471 

Total  from  the  Company’s  Mines, 

424,258 

480,824 

Beaver  Meadow  Mines, . 

27,521 

42,263 

Spring  Mountain  (S  ..... 

43,793 

116,517 

Colerain  <£  . 

2,076 

39,523 

Hazleton  “  . 

54,236 

113,355 

Cranberry  “  . 

22,493 

30,651 

Sugar  Loaf  <c  . 

11,106 

36,636 

Buck  Mountain  “  . 

103,937 

104,456 

Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company’s  Mines, 

32,156 

25,072 

* 

722,622 

989,296 

722,622 

Increase  in  1851, . 

.  Tons, 

266,674 

The  distribution  of  the  coal,  in  1851,  was  as 

follows  : 

Tons. 

Consumed  on  the  line  of  the  Lehigh  Canal, 

. 

160,603 

Passed  into  the  Morris  Canal,  .... 

. 

137,237 

Entered  the  Delaware  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal, 

691,810 

Statistics  of  counties  in  the  Lehigh,  Upper  Delaware  and  Upper 
North  Branch  Valleys,  prepared  from  the  census  returns  of  1850  : 


COUNTIES. 

Population.1 

l 

Dwellings. 

Families. 

Farms 

Manuf’g. 

Estab. 

Northampton . 

40,235 

6,836 

7,530 

2,102 

424 

Lehigh . 

32,479 

5,589 

5,964 

2,074 

270 

Carbon . 

15,686 

2,544 

2,650 

246 

158 

Monroe . 

13,270 

2,155 

2,155 

904 

76 

Pike . 

5,881 

964 

983 

370 

40 

Wayne . 

21,890 

3,719 

3,865 

1,336 

200 

Susquehanna . 

28,688 

5,203 

5,387 

3,909 

322 

Luzerne . 

56,072 

9,587 

9,672 

1,938 

175 

Wyoming . 

10,655 

1,834 

1,890 

895 

59 

Bradford . 

42,831 

7,391 

7,516 

5,096 

562 

Total . 

267,687 

45,822 

47,612 

18,870 

2,286 

11 


Freight  Transported  on  the  Lehigh  Canal,  1851. 


ASCENDING. 

1  DESCENDING. 

TOTAL. 

Tons. 

Cwt. 

Tons.  ( 

Cwt. 

Tons.  Cwt. 

Mineral  Coal, 

139 

13 

989,650 

14 

989,790 

7 

Charcoal, 

13 

13 

Grain,  .... 

1,395 

11 

294 

01 

1,689 

12 

Flour,  .... 

2,152 

12 

2,128 

18 

4,281 

10 

Salt,  .... 

955 

17 

2 

15 

958 

12 

Salt  Fish,  Beef  and  Pork, 

856 

10 

5 

19 

862 

09 

Other  Provisions, 

243 

10 

2 

19 

246 

09 

Beer,  Porter  and  Cider, 

62 

11 

1 

17 

64 

08 

Whiskey, 

256 

13 

1,269 

12 

1,526 

05 

Hay  and  Straw, 

736 

05 

2 

15 

739 

00 

Staves, Hoop-poles, Posts  and 

Rails, 

12 

04 

115 

15 

127 

19 

Lumber, 

1,473 

04 

37,622 

04 

39,095 

08 

Cordwood, 

221 

00 

2,226 

00 

2,447 

00 

Bricks, 

2,442 

10 

676 

10 

3,119 

00 

Slate,  .... 

139 

14 

2,985 

17 

3,125 

11 

Limestone  and  Lime,  . 

8,108 

12 

21,635 

18 

29,744 

10 

Other  Stone  and  Plaster, 

1,484 

10 

593 

10 

2,078 

00 

Iron,  .... 

2,935 

06 

38,261 

03 

41,196 

09 

Iron  Ore, 

34,292 

17 

2,515 

03 

36,808 

00 

Pitch,  Tar  and  Rosin, 

91 

06 

04 

91 

10 

Merchandise, 

4,413 

19 

399 

10 

4,813 

09 

62,414 

17 

1,100,391 

04 

1,162,806 

01 

The  Delaware  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  commencing  at 
Bristol  and  ending  at  Easton,  is  fifty-nine  and  three  fourth  miles  in 
length.  The  total  lockage  overcome,  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-four 
feet,  from  medium  tide  at  Bristol  to  the  top-water  level  of  the  dam 
at  Easton.  There  are  twenty-three  locks  on  the  line  of  the  Canal, 
including  guard  and  out-let  locks  and  ten  aqueducts.  The  original 
cost  of  its  construction  was  $1,300,000  00 

Amount  of  Tolls  collected  in  1851,  $253,873  43 

Total  Expenditures  in  1851  57,263  15 


Excess  of  Receipts  over  Expenditures,  $196,610  28 

The  amount  of  tolls  collected  at  the  respective  offices,  was  as 
follows,  to  wit : 

1850. 

Easton,  $173,650  09 

New  Hope,  18  865  21 

Bristol,  22,832  57 


1851. 

$204,352  44 
22,688  16 
26,832  83 


Total,  $215,347  87 


$253,873  43 
215,347  87 


Increase  of  Revenue  in  1851,  $38,525  56 

Profits  in  1851,  equivalent  to  the  legal  int.  on  a  principal  of  $3,276,838  00 
Or  fifteen  and  one-eighth  per  cent,  on  the  original  cost  of  construction ! 
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It  must  be  remembered,  in  estimating  the  probabilities  and  chances 
of  a  full  reimbursement  of  the  outlay  required  to  build  a  direct  Rail¬ 
road,  that  Philadelphia  at  this  day  enjoys  the  larger  proportion  of 
the  Lehigh  trade,  and  that,  unless  the  road  is  soon  made,  she  must 
endure  the  risk,  or  rather  the  certainty,  of  losing  it  irretrievably ; 
whereas,  by  constructing  the  road,  that  valuable  trade  with  the  legacy 
of  its  substantial  increase  will  be  reserved  to  our  own  citizens.  But, 
independent  of  this  significant  and  conclusive  consideration,  the  road 
will  pass  along  valleys  coursed  by  copious  mill-streams,  through  a 
country  teeming  on  the  surface  with  evidences  of  agricultural  culti¬ 
vation,  and  inlaid  underneath  with  strata  of  unquarried  riches.  Local 
resources,  from  which  will  be  realized  bright  local  rewards  and  results, 
abound  in  clusters  from  the  Schuylkill  to  the  Lehigh.  These  attrac¬ 
tions,  superadded  to  the  known  fruitfulness  of  the  region  it  is  intended 
to  penetrate  and  connect,  guarantee,  beyond  doubt  or  peradventure, 
the  immediate  profitableness  of  the  road,  so  that  the  enterprise  has 
sterling  intrinsic  merit,  when  viewed  in  the  light  of  an  investment, 
as  well  as  a  means  of  promoting  trade. 


A  Statement  of  Property  sent  Southward ,  from  Easton ,  by  the 
State  Canal. 


ARTICLES. 

Weight. 

|  In  1851. 

Bran  and  Ship  Stuff, 

.... 

bushels, 

8,260 

Malt,  . 

.  . 

(( 

1,500 

Corn, 

. 

tt 

12,998 

Cotton  and  Cotton  Yarn, 

. 

pounds, 

256,525 

Flax, 

.  .  ,  . 

<< 

2,735 

Hops,  .  .  .  . 

(C 

600 

Oats, 

• 

bushels, 

1,200 

Rye,  .  .  .  . 

. 

(( 

2,013 

Oil  CaJce ,  .  .  . 

pounds, 

235,200 

Potatoes, 

• 

bushels, 

16 

Seeds,  Clover,  . 

•  •  •  • 

(C 

98 

Shellbarks, 

•  .  • 

pounds, 

5,520 

Sheep  Pelts, 

#  .  «  . 

<< 

4,800 

Hair,  .... 

•  •  • 

(C 

65,282 

Leather ,  .  .  . 

•  •  •  « 

it 

570,901 

Wool,  .  .  .  . 

•  •  • 

ts 

15,084 

Bark,  unground, 

•  •  •  • 

cords, 

30 

Boards,  Planks ,  fyc  , 

•  •  • 

feet, 

19,038,882 

Wooden  Pumps, 

.... 

number, 

2,000 

Hoop-poles, 

• 

<c 

2,500 

Laths,  less  than  five  feet, 

and  Paling, 

cc 

54,000 

Shingles, 

.  .  . 

te 

80,850 

Staves  for  pipes,  hogsheads  and  barrels,  . 

<e 

6,000 

Shovel  Handles, 

.  •  . 

pounds, 

57,665 

Wood  for  fuel,  . 

• 

cords, 

23 

13 


ARTFCLES. 

Weight. 

In  1851. 

Ale,  Beer  and  Porter, . 

barrels, 

4 

Cider  and  Yinegar, . 

1 

Dry  Goods, . 

pounds, 

111,398 

Groceries, . 

<C 

12,270 

Hardware  and  Cutlery,  .... 

ii 

2,227 

Liquors,  foreign, . 

gallons, 

647± 

Paints,  . . 

pounds, 

15,710 

Ropes  and  Cordage, . 

« 

15,577 

Beeswax,  ....... 

tt 

4,004 

Sumac, . 

tt 

810 

Pitch, . 

tt 

300 

Salt, . 

bushels, 

7 

Tobacco,  manufactured,  .... 

pounds, 

13,429 

Whiskey,  ........ 

gallons, 

1,907,978 

Coal ,  mineral ,  ...... 

tons, 

707,702 

Copper, 

pounds, 

2,340 

Yellow  Ochre,  .... 

<< 

3,536 

Iron  Ore,  . 

tons, 

155 

do.  pigs, . 

pounds, 

81,403,546 

do.  castings, . 

tt 

529,832 

do.  blooms  and  anchonies,  , 

tt 

190,415 

do.  bar  and  sheet, . 

tt 

27,684 

Lead  in  bars  or  pigs,  ..... 

tt 

2,700 

Nails  and  Spikes, . 

tt 

300 

Wire, . 

tt 

1,207,801 

Machinery, . 

tt 

41,380 

Bacon, . 

tt 

700 

Beef  and  Pork, . 

barrels, 

27 

Butter, . 

pounds, 

9,123 

Cheese,  ...  . 

tt 

70 

Fish, . 

barrels, 

18H 

Flour, . 

tt 

40,742 

Corn  Meal, . 

tt 

361 

Lard  and  Lard  Oil, . 

pounds, 

824 

Brick, . 

number, 

11,400 

Lime, . 

bushels, 

106,073 

Marble, . 

pounds, 

1,500 

Mill  Stones, . 

tt 

4,200 

Slate  for  roofing ,  ...... 

tt 

5,057,630 

Man  Slate, . 

a 

441,222 

Cement, . 

barrels, 

10 

Stone,  wrought  and  unwrought. 

perches, 

1,274 

Ashes, . 

pounds, 

252,000 

Agricultural  Implements, . 

tt 

3,760 

Live  Stock,  ....... 

tt 

2,222,348 

Furniture  and  Household  Goods,  .  .  . 

tt 

83,926 

Barrels  and  Carboys,  ..... 

tt 

135,196 

Oil,  (except  lard  oil,) . 

gallons, 

1,081 

Paper, . 

pounds, 

33,638 

Rags,  •  .  .  .  ...  . 

tt 

323,433 

Straw  Paper, . 

a 

11,152 

Manure, . 

tt 

123,200 

Sundries, 

tt 

204,033 

Number  of  boats  cleared,  .  .  .  . 

tt 

12,765 

Bones, . 

tt 

29,166 

14 


ARTICLES. 

Weight. 

In  1851. 

Glue  Pieces, . 

Passengers,  miles  travelled,  . 

Amount  of  toll  and  fines  received, 

• 

pounds, 

28,294 
1,119 
$204,352  44 

A  Statement  of  Property  sent  Northward  by  the  State  Canal 
from  Bristol. 


ARTICLES. 

Weight. 

In  1851. 

Agricultural  productions  not  specified, 

pounds, 

429,924 

Barley,  ....... 

bushels, 

5,805 

Corn, . 

CC 

14,350 

Cotton, . 

pounds, 

333,593 

Hay, . 

tons, 

2 

Hemp, . 

pounds, 

174,505 

Hops, . 

CC 

21,449 

Oats,  ....... 

bushels, 

2,443 

Oil  Cake, . 

pounds, 

432,926 

Potatoes, . 

• 

bushels, 

1,696 

Seeds, . 

« 

371 

Tobacco,  not  manufactured,  . 

• 

pounds, 

383,175 

Wheat,  ...... 

bushels, 

25,237 

Hides,  dry, . 

• 

pounds, 

114,333 

do.  green, . 

« 

653,352 

Leather, . . 

• 

« 

24,230 

Wool,  . . 

(( 

3,648 

Boards,  Plank,  &c.,  . 

feet, 

1,461,456 

Heading  and  Bolts,  .... 

number, 

10,148 

Hoop-poles, . 

CC 

5,120 

Laths,  less  than  five  feet,  . 

CC 

466,700 

Mahogany  Wood,  .... 

• 

pounds, 

500 

Posts  and  Rails,  .... 

number, 

21,390 

Shingles, . 

• 

CC 

1,877,871 

Staves  for  pipes,  hogsheads  and  barrels, 

t 

CC 

2,680 

Ale,  Beer  and  Porter,  .... 

• 

barrels, 

1,089 

Cider  and  Yinegar,  .... 

CC 

848 

China  Ware ,  ..... 

pounds, 

1,304,550 

Coffee,  ...  ... 

(( 

850,504 

Copperas, . 

ee 

1,220 

Drugs  and  Medicines,  .... 

• 

ee 

177,705 

Dry  Goods ,  ..... 

ee 

899,502 

Dye  Stuffs, . 

• 

(C 

1,275 

Earthen  Ware, . 

ee 

1,690 

Glass  Ware,  ..... 

ee 

158,570 

Groceries ,  ..... 

ee 

10,554,284 

Hardware  and  Cutlery ,  .... 

• 

ee 

1,340,616 

Lead,  white, . 

ee 

98,912 

Liquors,  foreign,  ..... 

• 

gallons, 

153,772 

Paints,  ...... 

pounds, 

3,286 

Ropes  and  Cordage,  .... 

• 

CC 

89,794 

Salt . . 

bushels, 

116,642 

Tobacco ,  mamifacttiredy  . 

• 

pounds, 

94,592 

Window  Glass,  .... 

•  1 

boxes, 

813 
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ARTICLES. 

Weight. 

In  1851. 

Anvils,  . • 

pounds, 

1,670 

Sand,  ........ 

(( 

186,482 

Coal,  mineral,  ...... 

Copper,  .  .  .  .  ■ 

tons, 

1,594 

pounds, 

2,640 

Gypsum, . 

tons. 

2,204 

Iron,  pigs, . 

pounds, 

174,720 

do.  castings,  ...... 

ee 

830,859 

do.  blooms  and  anchonies,  .... 

ee 

983,067 

do.  bar  and  sheet,  ..... 

ee 

3,711,889 

Lead  in  bars  or  pigs,  ..... 

ee 

23,671 

Nails  and  Spikes, . 

ee 

654,785 

Red  Ochre, . 

ee 

1,340 

Spanish  Whiting, . 

ee 

39,382 

Steel, . 

ee 

1,730 

Tin, . 

ee 

125,502 

Bacon ,  ........ 

ee 

604,758 

Beef  and  Pork, . 

barrels, 

510 

Butter, . 

pounds, 

2,651 

Cheese,  ....... 

CC 

17,547 

Fish, . 

barrels, 

7,685 

Flour, . 

CC 

1,237 

Lard  and  Lard  Oil, . 

pounds, 

16,141 

Oysters,  ....*.. 

ee 

71,260 

Tallow, . 

ee 

2,156 

Brick, . 

number, 

474,607 

Machinery,  ....... 

pounds, 

262,982 

Grindstones, . 

CC 

67,084 

Lime, . 

bushels, 

2,541 

Soda  Ash, . 

pounds, 

90,847 

Marble, . 

SC 

408,968 

Mill  Stones, . 

cc 

4,100 

Slate  for  roofing, . 

cc 

133,620 

Agricultural  Implements,  .... 

cc 

9,875 

Furniture,  .  . . 

cc 

213,494 

Oil,  (except  lard  oil,) . 

gallons, 

88,300 

Paper, . 

pounds, 

9,619 

Rags,  ........ 

ee 

13,828 

Manure,  ........ 

Tar  and  Rosin, . 

ee 

2,544,144 

ee 

424,715 

Sundries,  ....... 

ee 

1,046,358 

Number  of  boats  cleared,  .... 

Empty  barrels, . 

pounds, 

10,650 

138,273 

Passengers,  miles  travelled,  .  .  . 

Amount  of  toll  received,  .... 

700 

$26,832  83 

The  freight  transported  on  the  Lehigh  and  Delaware  Canal,  given 
in  the  foregoing  Tables,  though  large,  is,  nevertheless,  far  short  of 
the  whole  trade  of  the  Lehigh  and  upper  Delaware  region. 

In  the  item  of  dry  goods,  sent  annually  from  Philadelphia  in  that 
direction,  it  is  computed  that  two-thirds  of  the  entire  amount  are 
wagoned  over  the  country,  leaving  but  one-third  for  transportation 
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by  canal ;  so  also  with  reference  to  many  other  articles.  In  the 
winter  season,  when  the  canal  is  not  navigable,  the  whole  of  the  car¬ 
rying  business  is  done  overland,  by  wagons,  sleighs,  and  sleds.  For 
points  on  the  Upper  Lehigh,  many  goods  are  sent  by  the  Valley  of 
the  Schuylkill,  and  thence  across  the  summit  to  their  destination. 
A  direct  railroad  would  cure  these  difficulties,  lessen  the  cost  of 
transportation,  multiply  travel,  and  accommodate  the  wants  of  the 
people  in  all  seasons  of  the  year.  The  lumber,  from  the  tributaries 
of  the  upper  Delaware,  is  floated  down  the  river  to  Philadelphia,  and 
sold  for  money,  which  is  taken  to  New  York,  and  there  expended  for 
goods,  because  from  Philadelphia  to  his  home  the  lumberman  has  no 
means  of  conveyance,  except  through  the  City  of  New  York.  There 
has  already  been  wealth  enough  drained  from  Philadelphia,  for  the 
benefit  of  New  York,  to  have  built  and  equipped  a  direct  railroad 
reaching  to  the  North  line  of  the  State! 

The  vastness  of  the  mineral  products  and  the  extending  importance 
and  value  of  the  trade  of  the  Wyoming  and  Lackawanna  valleys  to 
Philadelphia,  have  not  elicited  a  moiety  of  that  practical  considera¬ 
tion  which  is  due  to  their  present  magnitude  and  prospective  results. 
Those  valleys  are  even  now  the  centre  of  a  wide  field  of  operations, 
comprising  a  variety  of  interests,  and  furnishing,  at  all  times,  a 
market  for  manufactured  and  other  articles  of  commerce  from  tide¬ 
water  cities.  The  quantity  of  Dry  Goods,  Hardware  and  Groceries, 
annually  required  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  population,  constitute 
in  themselves  a  large  trade  ;  and  when  the  capacity  of  the  region  to 
increase  its  mineral  exports  is  considered,  and  contrasted  with  what 
has  already  taken  place,  it  is  at  once  made  apparent,  that  the  de¬ 
mand  for  goods  and  the  amount  of  lccal  trade  must  continue  to  ex¬ 
pand  from  year  to  year.  Mining  districts  consume  largely  of  the 
products  of  other  communities,  and  thus  demand  and  supply  ever 
keep  up  an  active  traffic.  Whether  this  supply  of  commodities  shall 
go  forth  from  our  own  city,  into  our  own  state,  or  be  furnished  by 
New  York,  will  depend  upon  the  action  of  our  own  citizens.  In  com¬ 
mercial  influence  and  attraction,  Philadelphia  should  be  supreme  in 
Northeastern  Pennsylvania,  and  she  can  be  supreme  if  proper  effort 
be  made  to  establish,  in  the  region  under  view,  facilties  which  shall 
not  only  equal  but  excel  the  facilities  possessed  by  any  other  city. 


17 


The  annexed  Table  exhibits  the  quantity  of  Anthracite  Coal  sent 
to  market  from  the  Wilkesbarre  and  Lackawanna  regions,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  trade  to  1851,  inclusive. 


Years. 

Lackawanna. 

Wilkesbarre. 

Years. 

j  Lackawanna. 

Wilkesbarre. 

1829, 

7,000 

1841, 

192,270 

1880, 

43,000 

1842, 

205,253 

47,346 

1831, 

54,000 

1843, 

227,605 

58,000 

1832, 

84,600 

1844, 

■251,005 

114,906 

1833, 

111,777 

1845, 

273,435 

178,401 

1834, 

43,700 

1846, 

320,000 

192,503 

1835, 

90,000 

1847, 

388,203 

284,398 

1836, 

103,861 

1848, 

437,500 

237,271 

1837, 

115,387 

1849, 

454,240 

259,080 

1838, 

78,207 

1850,! 

550,417 

243,250 

1839, 

122,300 

1851,1 

795,095 

336,000 

1840, 

148,470 

• 

1 

A  Statement  of  Property  sent  Southward  and  Northward,  from 
Beach  Haven ,*  by  the  North  Branch  Canal ,  which  extends  from 
Northumberland ,  on  the  Susquehanna ,  to  the  Lackawanna 3  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  72*  miles. 


ARTICLES. 

WEIGHT. 

In  1851. 

Agricultural  productions,  not  specified, 

pounds, 

12,304 

Bran  and  ship  stuff, . 

bushels, 

3,297 

Corn, . 

a 

2,720 

Oats, . 

ct 

1,052 

Potatoes,  ........ 

« 

2,218 

Seeds, . 

a 

84 

Wheat,  .  .  .  .  \  . 

ee 

8,756 

Hides,  dry, . • 

pounds, 

3,292 

Leather, . 

a 

19,760 

Wool,  ........ 

<( 

5,875 

Bark,  unground, . 

cords, 

8 

Boards,  plank,  &c., . 

feet, 

2,933,155 

Hoop  poles, . 

number, 

59,004 

Laths,  less  than  5  feet, . 

<( 

127,000 

Staves,  for  pipes,  hogsheads,  and  barrels,  . 

{( 

110,185 

Timber, . 

feet, 

32,000 

Window  blinds, . 

pounds, 

48,250 

Ale,  beer,  and  porter, . 

barrels, 

15 

Alum, . 

pounds, 

500 

Cider  and  vinegar, . 

barrels, 

8 

China-ware, . 

pounds, 

45,500 

Coffee, . 

(< 

126,000 

2 


*  Beach  Haven  is  24  miles  below  Wilkesbarre. 


ARTICLES. 

WEIGHT, 

In  1851. 

Copperas, . 

pounds, 

700 

Drugs  and  medicines,  . 

• 

. 

ee 

8,400 

Dry  goods,  .... 

. 

ee 

284,680 

Dye-stuffs,  .... 

. 

ee 

3,000 

Earthen-ware,  . 

(C 

48,633 

Glass-ware,  .... 

ee 

23,413 

Groceries, . 

ee 

341,602 

Hardware  and  cutlery,  . 

ee 

110,000 

Lead,  white,  .... 

ee 

14,000 

Saltpetre,  .... 

ee 

8,432 

Liquors,  foreign, 

gallons, 

2,951 

Paints, . 

pounds, 

6,960 

Ropes  and  cordage,  . 

ee 

18,000 

Salt, . 

bushels, 

2,038 

Stone-ware,  .... 

pounds, 

2,550 

Tobacco,  manufactured, 

ee 

37,600 

Whiskey, . 

gallons, 

4,514 

Window-glass, 

boxes, 

1,200 

Coal,  mineral,  .... 

tons, 

334,017 

Copper, . 

pounds, 

500 

Gypsum, . 

tons, 

32 

Iron  ore,  .... 

ee 

9,762 

“  pigs, . 

pounds, 

3,652,124 

<e  castings, 

ee 

67,882 

“  bar  and  sheet, 

ee 

102,403 

Railroad  iron, 

ee 

839,058 

Hails  and  spikes, 

ee 

19,400 

Spanish  whiting, 

ee 

5,000 

Steel, . 

ee 

10,000 

Bacon, . 

ee 

970 

Cheese, . 

ee 

460 

Fish, . 

barrels, 

428 

Flour, . 

CC 

2,943 

Lard  and  lard  oil,  . 

pounds, 

7,000 

Brick, . 

number, 

74,277 

Lime, . 

bushels, 

7,327 

Limestone,  .... 

perches, 

6,140 

Agricultural  implements, 

pounds, 

36,165 

Furniture, . 

ee 

26,323 

Oil  (except  lard  oil), 

gallons, 

3,300 

Paper, . 

pounds, 

40,800 

Rags, . 

ee 

34,640 

Tar  and  rosin,  .... 

ee 

5,000 

Sundries,  .... 

ee 

110,695 

No.  of  boats  cleared. 

7,630 

Passengers,  miles  travelled,  . 

2,489 

Empty  barrels. 

# 

pounds, 

38,738 

Sumac, . 

ee 

2,043 

Amount  of  toll  received  at  Beach  Haven, 

$138,991  86 

“  “  “  “  “  Northumberland,  ap. 

plicable  to  North  Branch,  . 

• 

19,200  10 

Total  receipts  on  North  Branch  Canal  in  1851,  . 

$158,191  96 
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From  Scranton,  in  the  Lackawanna  Valley,  eight  miles 
from  the  Susquehanna,  there  is  a  continuous  Railroad, 
via  G-reatBend  to  New  York,  by  which  the  distance  is  258  miles 

From  Great  Bend,  six  miles  of  staging  over  a  good  Plank- 
Road,  brings  Montrose,  the  County  Town  of  Susque¬ 
hanna  County,  in  direct  Railroad  communication  with 
New  York. 

From  Waverly,  down  the  valley  of  the  North  Branch, 
nineteen  miles  of  staging,  places  Towanda,  the  County 
Town  of  Bradford  County,  in  direct  Railroad  communi¬ 
cation  with  New  York. 

Tunkhannock,  the  County  Town  of  Wyoming  County, 
by  twelve  miles  of  staging,  is  put  into  direct  Railroad 
communication  with  New  York. 

Milford,  the  County  Town  of  Pike  County,  b/  seven  miles 
of  staging,  is  connected  by  Railroad  with  New  York. 

Honesdale,  the  County  Town  of  Wayne  County,  by  a  stage 
route  leading  to  Narrowsburgh,  fourteen  miles,  is  placed 
in  communication  by  Railroad  with  New  York.  The 
New  York  and  Erie  Railroad,  running  along  the 
boundary  lines  of  these  Counties,  has  opened  between 
New  York  and  the  Northern  Counties  of  Pennsylvania 
facilities  of  travel  and  transportation,  greatly  superior  to 
those  which  exist  between  the  same  Counties  and  Phila¬ 
delphia.  To  reach  Philadelphia  from  any  of  the  points 
named,  each  of  which  is  the  eentre  of  a  considerable 
trade,  the  quickest  trip  can  be  made  by  the  way  of  the 
city  of  New  York ! 

From  New  York  to  Honesdale  there  is  also  a  continuous 
line  of  water  communication,  via  the  Hudson  River  and 
Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal,  whereby  the  distance  is  198  miles. 

From  Honesdale,  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Company  have 
a  Railroad  extending  to  Carbondale  and  Archbald,  in 
the  Lackawanna  valley. 

From  Pittston,  on  the  Susquehanna,  to  Hally  on  the  Dela¬ 
ware  and  Hudson  Canal,  a  distance  of  forty-seven  miles, 
a  Railroad  belonging  to  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company 
is  in  operation. 
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From  New  York  to  Dover,  a  distance  of  forty-four  miles,  the 
u  Morris  and  Essex”  Railroad  is  in  operation,  and  will  soon  be  com¬ 
pleted  to  Hackettstown.  This  road  is  to  be  extended  across  New 
Jersey  to  the  Delaware  Water  Gap,  there  to  connect  with  the  Cobb’s 
Gap  Railroad,  to  extend  thence  to  Scranton,  and  thereby  establish 
another  and  more  direct  Railroad  communication  between  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  and  New  York  ! 

From  these  various  schemes,  some  estimate  may  be  formed  of  the 
value  put  upon  the  products  and  trade  of  Northeastern  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  by  the  city  of  New  York ;  for  it  was  New  York  capital  that  built 
most  of  the  improvements  now  completed  in  that  quarter,  and  it  is 
New  York  capital  that  will  be  asked  for  to  finish  other  projected  im¬ 
provements  in  the  same  section,  even  though  the  natural  but  unim¬ 
proved  channels  of  trade  tend  towards  Philadelphia. 

It  is,  however,  in  the  power  and  should  be  made  the  fixed  policy 
of  Philadelphia,  to  modernize  and  adapt  to  existing  circumstances 
the  routes  marked  out  by  nature,  as  high-ways  for  the  internal  com¬ 
merce  of  the  State. 

From  Wilkesbarre  to  Baltimore,  by  Canal  and  Tide- Water 

Navigation,  the  distance  is . 243  miles. 

From  Wilkebarre  to  Philadelphia,  via  Lehigh  and  Dela¬ 
ware  Canals,  including  twenty  miles  of  Railroad,  the 

distance  is . 168  “ 

By  direct  Railroad,  the  distance  may  be  reduced  to  about  133  a 
The  yearly  increase  of  tonnage  from  the  Lenigh  Coal  field,  which 
admits  of  indefinite  extension,  will  soon  require  additional  avenues 
to  market ;  for  the  capacity  of  the  Canals  will,  it  is  alleged  in  the 
official  reports,  accommodate  but  little  increase  over  the  tonnage  of 
last  year.  A  Railroad  open  for  business  the  year  round,  would  en¬ 
sure  at  all  times  in  the  Philadelphia  market  a  supply  of  Lehigh  Coal, 
and  keep  alive  a  constant  mercantile  communication. 

The  Charter,  it  will  be  perceived,  is  liberal  and  comprehensive,  be¬ 
yond  precedent  or  comparison.  No  tax  is  imposed  on  tonnage,  nor 
passengers  passing  over  the  road.  By  the  provisions  of  the  first  and 
third  sections,  a  connection  may  be  made  with  the  Norristown  Rail¬ 
road  at  the  Wissahickon,  or  with  the  Reading  Railroad  opposite  the 
Wissahickon ;  with  the  Norristown  Railroad  at  Norristown,  and  ex¬ 
tending  thence  by  the  Perkiomen  Yalley  to  the  Lehigh,  or  with  the 
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Reading  Railroad  opposite  the  Perkiomen  Creek,  on  the  Schuylkill 
River  ;  with  the  Germantown  Railroad,  at  or  near  Germantown,  or 
with  the  Chesnut  Hill  Railroad,  north  of  Germantown.  From  any 
of  these  points  the  Company  can  commence  the  location  of  their  road, 
or,  if  deemed  best,  a  new  and  independent  route  may  he  started  from 
any  spot  north  of  Vine  street  in  Philadelphia  County,  whether  on  the 
Delaware  front  or  elsewhere,  to  reach  any  part  of  Northampton 
County.  Under  the  broad  margin  contained  in  the  charter,  the  Com¬ 
pany  can  approach  the  Lehigh  at  any  point  east  of  Allentown.  The 
right  “  to  extend  said  Railroad  to  any  point  or  place  in  Monroe  or 
Pike  Counties,”  and  to  connect,  among  others,  “  with  the  New  York 
and  Erie  Railroad,  or  any  other  Railroad  which  may  have  connected 
with  it  in  Pennsylvania ,”  covers  a  grant  to  be  used  or  not  as  cir¬ 
cumstances  may  hereafter  develop  themselves,  to  construct  a  Rail¬ 
road  along  the  Lehigh  river  from  Easton,  to  any  point  in  Monroe 
County,  (opposite  Stoddartville,  for  instance)  and  to  continue  thence 
across  to  Scranton,  and  there  connect  with  the  Lackawanna  and 
Western  Railroad,  which  connects  with  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail¬ 
road  at  Great  Bend  “  in  Pennsylvania  /”  In  brief,  there  is  no  place 
in  the  belt  of  eastern  Counties  which  may  not  be  reached,  either  by 
a  track  of  the  main  road,  or  by  a  branch  road  under  the  authority  of 
the  act  of  incorporation.  These  grants  made  by  the  Legislature,  to 
cement  into  one  bond  the  interests  of  the  chief  city  and  Northeast 
Counties  of  the  Commonwealth,  being  once  secured  by  an  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Company,  may  be  used  hereafter,  from  time  to  time,  to 
protect  the  Company  from  counter  projects,  whether  originating  in 
our  own  or  an  adjacent  State,  or  to  guard  its  interests  in  stipulations 
with  other  Companies  for  the  use  of  portions  of  their  lines.  The 
privilege  to  connect  by  branches  with  the  Railroads  of  New  Jersey, 
may  also  some  day  come  in  play  as  a  link  in  a  new  route  between 
Philadelphia  and  New  York,  shorter  than  byway  of  Easton,  and  al¬ 
most  as  direct  as  by  way  of  Trenton. 

The  first  thing  to  be  accomplished,  however,  will  be  the  building 
of  a  Railroad  to  connect  Philadelphia  with  Easton  and  the  Lehigh 
Valley.  This  is  the  primary  and  express  object  in  asking  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Company  at  the  present  time  ;  and, 
therefore,  the  co-operation  of  all  who  have  business  transactions  with 
that  portion  of  Pennsylvania — all  who  desire  to  promote  a  genuine 
Philadelphia  enterprise,  and  secure  a  safe  investment  of  capital — is 


urged  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be  granted  with  a  willingness,  and  in 
a  degree  apportioned  to  the  necessity  and  importance  of  the  design. 
It  is  a  work  that  must  be  accomplished,  and  the  sooner  it  be  done 
the  more  beneficial  will  be  the  consequences  flowing  from  it. 

Let  it  no  longer  be  urged,  as  a  reproach  against  Philadelphia,  that 
she  is  slow  to  interpose,  even  where  her  own  welfare  is  at  stake,  or 
indifferent  to  the  prospects  and  profits  of  a  mutual  alliance  and  inter¬ 
course  with  the  interior  counties.  Let  her  not  longer  repose  in 
inertness  and  inactivity,  while  her  rival,  trained  by  a  discipline  that 
never  slackens,  is  abroad,  pressing  onward,  for  the  goal  of  commer¬ 
cial  supremacy.  But,  let  her  turn  with  a  glance  of  intelligence,  ob¬ 
servation  and  inquiry,  towards  the  North;  then,  with  a  power  that 
needs  but  the  impetus  of  a  will,  resolve  to  push  forward  the  main 
trunk  portion  of  a  work  which  shall,  in  due  time,  reach  the  verge  of 
the  State,  and  interlock  with  the  improvements  extending  thence  in 
all  directions.  A  closer  bond  of  fraternity  and  fellowship  should 
exist  between  Philadelphia  and  the  inland  counties.  In  reference  to 
affairs  of  trade  pertaining  to  communities  within  the  bounds  of  the 
State,  her  platform  or  basis  of  operations  should  be  widened  to  unite 
all  leading  interests  in  her  favor,  and  establish  in  all  localities  an 
uniform  sentiment  of  relationship  and  good  feeling.  The  chief  port 
in  the  State  should  be  the  principal  mart  for  its  staple  products,  and 
the  source  of  supply  to  its  commercial  wants  ;  for,  whatever  tends  to 
accelerate  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  Philadelphia,  augments,  in 
the  same  ratio,  the  aggregated  resources  of  the  whole  State.  If 
Philadelphia  would  make  connections  by  Railroad,  with  the  northern 
valleys  now  isolated  from  her,  and  forced  into  unnatural  associations, 
giving  scope,  meanwhile,  to  the  free  promptings  of  an  enobling  State 
pride,  she  would  be  doubly  re-imbursed  by  the  new  advocates  she 
would  enlist  in  her  behalf  in  the  regions  thus  developed  and  annexed, 
and  also  in  the  realization  of  prospects  of  ready  profit  and  enduring 
promise. 


JOHN  JORDAN,  Jr., 
JOHN  0.  JAMES, 
ISAAC  S.  WATERMAN, 
JOHN  ELY, 

ELWOOD  M.  SMITH, 
HARRY  CONRAD, 
WILLIAM  C.  LUDWIG, 
HENRY  BUDD. 


f  Committee. 


THOMAS  S.  FERNON,  Secretary. 
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